
An Introduction to Dusty’s Puppets 
 
I started Dusty’s Puppets in January of 2006.  My dream was always to be a performer.  I 
have liked working with puppets and small children ever since I was a little girl – remember 
Sesame Street.  In high school, I worked in the school day care center helping with the 
babies.  Sometimes I read to them and did little puppet shows.  In college, I loved my 
Children’s Theater class. 
 
I was doing puppet shows for little kids as a volunteer in my day program here in San Rafael. 
And one of my volunteer sites offered me job in their day care center.  This made us think 
about the possibility of becoming a professional puppeteer. 
 
There were three main barriers to starting my business.  1st, I didn’t know much about how to 
run a business, next, I didn’t have any money to start a business, and last, I didn’t know how 
the money my business would make would affect my SSI, SSDI, and Section 8 housing 
allowance.  I didn’t want to lose my Section 8 help or my medical insurance. 
 
I found a really good person to help me with my benefits.  His name is Eli, and he works for 
our local Independent Living Center.  He helped with two of my barriers.  He explained to me 
and my family how the income from my business should be reported, and he showed us how to 
write a PASS plan to get the money I needed to start up. 
 
With the help of my supported living and day program, Casa Allegra, a staff person and my 
mom and I took a class at College of Marin to learn how to start and run a business.  They 
have continued to help me with the business stuff – accounting, taxes, reporting, contracts, 
transportation, etc., while I have been doing the fun stuff – being a puppeteer! 
 
I have income now from regular contract work in a day care center, occasional performances 
at special events like birthday parties, scheduled public entertaining at the local farmer’s 
markets, and local events like fairs and festivals.  During the summer, I began to sell puppets 
as well.  I am a dealer for two major national brands of puppets – one has the Muppets, and 
the other has really cute animals.  My family helped me set up a website with sales there too 
– check me out at www.dustyspuppets.com.  
 
In addition, I have been asked to speak at conferences and special events, and I have 
received speaking fees for telling people about my business and encouraging them to think 
about a business they might enjoy as well. 
 
I am looking forward to enjoying my business – and the money I make from it – for a long 
time.  Casa Allegra Community Services supports my on-going day-to-day business needs 
through my day program, and they are working on a vendorization from Golden Gate Regional 
Center to be able to help other people start their businesses as well. 

http://www.dustyspuppets.com/

